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A selection of worksheets for KS2 pupils to 

celebrate the 70th anniversary of the           

Reading-Düsseldorf friendship 
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This table compares important events and dates in Reading and Düsseldorf’s history. Fill in the gaps 

using your own research or the word bank.

 Reading Düsseldorf 

Early Days  I started life in the _______century as 

a small Anglo-Saxon settlement known as 

_________ (meaning Reada’s people). In 

870, the ________ invaded England but 

King Alfred managed to beat them. 

I am slightly younger than my twin and 

started off as a Dorf (meaning ________ 

in German) by the river Düssel. I was first 

officially mentioned in   _____________. 

Toddler years 

 

In _____, my abbey was built which 

brought wealth and prosperity to the 

region. Unfortunately, it was largely 

destroyed during Henry ___’s siege of 

monasteries in 1538. However, you can 

still see the remains at _______ Gardens 

today. 

August 14th, 1288 was a very special day 

for me. The sovereign _____________  

_________granted me the right to call 

myself a ________. By 1380 I had become 

the regional capital of the Duchy of Berg. 

Cool Kids I quickly became one of the largest towns 

in Berkshire and by 1611 I had grown rich 

from my trade in ______. Local merchant 

_______  _______ was instrumental for 

my wealth. He also set up the famous 

___________ a place for poor people to 

work and learn new skills. 

I continued to grow at a speedy rate and  

one of my most important landmarks, 

the_______________, dates back to this 

period. You can still visit it today in the 

_______________ (old part of the town).  
 

Terrific Teens  Things are really starting to happen now! 

During the 18th and 19th century I grew 

rapidly as a manufacturing centre. A 

major ___________works was set up.  

_______, ______ and ______ were also 

very successful industries.  

It’s 1892 and Hello Industrial Revolution! 

Two new bridges over the river Rhine have 

allowed me to expand rapidly. Coal mines 

and _______ore produced in the area has 

helped to become the powerhouse of the 

______________ industry in the area.  

Adulthood I was considered a safe place during the 

second world war and many ________ 

were sent from London. However, the 

most destructive air raid happened on 

__________________when just 

one Luftwaffe plane machine-gunned and 

bombed the town centre.  

The war years (1939-1945) were a sad time 

for me. Many of my original buildings were 

destroyed during bombings which targeted 

the important _________industries. I was 

captured in ________by US forces and 

my inhabitants showed little __________. 

         Time! 

We officially became twins in ___________when the mayor of Reading, Phoebe 

_____________visited the Berkshire regiment in Düsseldorf. She felt sorry for the 

German people suffering hunger and cold and invited ____ children to come and stay in 

Reading. We have been joined at the hip ever since! 

Happy seniors  Today I am a vibrant and bustling town 

with a population of around 

____________. Like my twin, I am an 

important commercial centre and home to 

many _______companies. There is also a 

popular outdoor rock music festival here 

called the _________    __________. 

My population has remained at about 

___________ in recent years. I have a big 

fashion and _______scene and I am also 

an important centre of industry. The 

__________hosts very successful annual 

trade fairs and attracts many international 

companies. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luftwaffe
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Word bank for History of Reading vs History of Düsseldorf on p.2 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Use these words to help you fill in the gaps:   

Reading Düsseldorf 

global, John Kendrick, iron,  10th February 

1943,  bulbs,  VIII’s,  170,000, Vikings,  

beer, evacuees, eighth, Reading Festival, 

cloth, 1121,  Forbury, biscuits, 1947, Oracle, 

iron, Readingas 

 

Graf Adolf von Berg, art, resistance, Dorf, 

600,000 , St Lambertus Church, six, iron, 

1945, Messezentrum, village, town, steel  

1135, Cusden, Altstadt  

 

 

 

Read the following statements about Reading and Düsseldorf and decide whether they are 

true or false. Put a  or a X next to each statement. 

1. Origins of Reading Minster date back to 400 years ago. 

2. King Henry VIII’s soldiers destroyed Reading Abbey in 1066.  

3. The tradition of “cartwheeling” originated in Düsseldorf.             

4. The ‘Oracle’ was a workhouse with terrible conditions in Reading. 

5. Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge (wife of Prince William) was                

born at the Royal Berkshire Hospital in Reading in 1982. 

6. The ‘Königsallee’ dates back to 1802 and is a very exclusive              

shopping street in Düsseldorf today. 

7. Schloss Benrath is one of the newest buildings in Düsseldorf.  

8. In 979 the Queen Mother murdered her own stepson  

in order to get her son, Ethelred, on the throne in Reading.      

9. In 2011 Düsseldorf hosted the Eurovision Song Contest.  

10. King Henry I’s remains are buried at Reading Abbey.  

11.  Düsseldorf lies on the banks of the river Main.   

                                    

EXTRA! Why not research your own facts about Reading and Düsseldorf and make up your 

own true or false sentences! 
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In 1948, three boys and three girls, aged between 12 and 13 years, 

went on a pioneering journey from Germany to England.  

They had been invited by the mayor of Reading, Phoebe Cusden, who 

heard about the plight of the German people. Mrs Cusden visited 

Düsseldorf in 1947 and was determined to build bridges between the 

two former enemies. She was shocked by the conditions she witnessed 

and felt deeply sorry for the women and children who had little or no 

food, shelter and medical care.   

The six German children were important ambassadors in the post war 

years and instrumental for the peace process. They were warmly 

welcomed by their English host families and built many fond 

memories and lasting friendships.  

  

 

The original six German children   

GeGermanGchilchildrenchildren   

 
The original six German children   

GeGermanGchilchildrenchildren   

Arrival at Reading station   

GeGermanGchilchildrenchi

ldren   

Mayor Phoebe Cusden 

Have a look at the photographs from 1948.  Imagine you are one of the German children arriving in 

Reading. Write down your thoughts and feelings in the style of a diary. 
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Both towns have gone through tremendous changes since their special friendship began seventy years 

ago. Düsseldorf managed to rebuild itself from the ruins of the war to a modern, global city of 

international importance.  Similarly, Reading has continued to grow as an important and busy 

commercial centre. There is a vibrant cultural scene in both places, with museums, festivals, football 

teams and world renowned universities.  

Below are some pictures of famous landmarks in Reading and Düsseldorf. Match the photograph to 

the caption. 

C  Schloss Benrath 

Baroque style palace in 

the outskirts of  

Düsseldorf. Building work 

finished in 1775. 

 

 

 

E  Reading Abbey 

Founded in 1121 and final 

resting place of King 

Henry I.  

 

 

 

 

B  Madejski Stadium 

Home to Reading Football Club. 

Named after the chairman Sir 

John Madejski. 

 
D  Rheinturm 

240.5 metre high communications 

tower in Düsseldorf. Also hosts a 

restaurant and observation deck.  

 

 A   Esprit Arena 

Home to Fortuna Düsseldorf as 

well also other sporting and 

cultural events, such as concerts. 

F  Königsallee (Kö) 

Famous tree-lined shopping 

street in Düsseldorf with 

many luxury boutiques. 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

G  Reading Minster (Church of St Mary the Virgin) 

The oldest church in Reading, with origins dating back to the 7th century. 

Today it is a place of worship in the centre of Reading.  
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Wouldn’t it be great if you were able to speak a little bit 

of German to communicate with your guests? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine the following scenarios. Write in the speech bubbles what you would 

say in German. 

1. You are welcoming German visitors 

at the station in the morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. You are saying your name.  

 

 

3. You want to know how they are feeling.  

   

 

4. You are saying goodbye to Mr Witte. 

 

 

EXTRA: Try to act out a little role-play in German with a partner. 

Hallo     (ha-loh)       Hello  
Guten Tag      (gooh-ten tahk)     Good day 
Guten Morgen     (gooh-ten mohr-gen)     Good morning 
Willkommen (vill – komm-ehn)    Welcome 
Auf Wiedersehen  (ouf vee-der-zey-en)    Good bye   
Tschüss     (tch-uice)       Bye 
Bis bald        (beess – bahld)     See you soon 
Ich bin… (Eekh – bin)     I am… 
Wer bist du? (ver- beesst – dooh)    Who are you? 
Frau (frow)       Mrs/Ms  
Herr (hair)       Mr 
Wie gehts? (vee-gates)     How are you? 
Es geht mir wunderbar/gut/nicht gut    I’m feeling wonderful/good/not good 
(Es- gate-mia – vunderbar/goot/neekht-goot)    
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1. Reading play Düsseldorf in a friendly match. Kick-off is at 1.00pm. Half 

time is 45 minutes later. What time is half time? 

 

2. Half-time lasts 15 minutes. What time will play resume? 

3. The second half lasts 45 minutes plus 3 minutes injury time. What time will the match 

finish?     

 

4. Danny Williams scores a goal for Reading 15 minute after kick-off. 

What was the time when he scored?    

 

5. Fortuna Düsseldorf equalise at 13:31 with a header from Rouwen Hennings. How much 

longer to go until half time? 

 

6. Chris Gunter gets injured with just 2 minutes to go before half time. 

What time was it? 

 

7. George Evans and Axel Benninghausen clash just 5 minutes into the second half and both 

get a yellow card. Note down the time. 

 

8. Michael Rensing manages to save fantastic corner kick by Yann Kermorgant at 14:20. How 

many minutes are left to play?  

 

           

 

 

 

 

EXTRA: Answer using both the 24- and 12 hour the clock. 

Both Reading and Düsseldorf have popular 2nd Division football clubs 

with Reading FC playing at the Madejski Stadium and Fortuna 

Düsseldorf at the Esprit Arena.                                                   

Answer the football time puzzles. 
 

Fortuna Düsseldorf 
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Design a dual football shirt incorporating both 

Reading F.C’s and Fortuna Düsseldorf’s colours 

to celebrate the 70 Year Anniversary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXTRA: Why not design some matching football boots? 
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EXTRA: Find the mystery word. 

Have a look at these specialities from Düsseldorf. There is Blutwurst, a pork sausage made 

with fresh pig’s blood and seasonings; Sauerkraut, fermented white cabbage; Sauerbraten, 

marinated and slowly cooked pork loin; Kartoffelpuffer , grated potato cakes, usually fried 

in butter and served with apple sauce ; Senf (Löwensenf ), a special mustard produced in 

Düsseldorf; Rotkohl, braised red cabbage seasoned with lots of spices ; and Altbier, a dark 

beer, produced in and around Düsseldorf using old brewing methods.  

Can you find all of the foods in the wordsearch? 

Sauerkraut 

Sauerbraten 

Kartoffelpuffer 

Senf 

Blutwurst 

Rotkohl 

Altbier  

D R E X R F Y B K A B Z T F X  

V W E O S M I T Z L K K N I W  

V A C I B A F L U N B E R S V  

G S A G B W U T E J S B F C T  

P A R W N T W E M S X B I B O  

R U W L G U L F R T R A H U M  

D E Y I R J J A V B I M S W K  

W R R S K P Z I M I R D U B Z  

G K T J O C A V E R P A S C L  

W R H J Y R F U I V D E T Q M  

K A R T O F F E L P U F F E R  

O U Z G W W X O F O Z W R B N  

Y T U L H O K T O R Y K N L W  

G L J E K H J T D V T A H M S  

Q E D F E X D R L C P L X O V  
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We hope you enjoyed completing the different activities and finding out more 

about the amazing history between Reading and Düsseldorf. It is in your hands 

to keep this brilliant friendship alive and help to keep it going for the next 

seventy years! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright N. Rousell 2017. Permission is granted to reproduce all pages of this resource for personal and educational use 

only. Commercial copying, hiring, lending is prohibited. 

“This resource has been created to mark the 70th anniversary of the Reading 

Düsseldorf Association in 2017.  If your pupils and teachers are interested in 

linking up with a similar school class in our twinning partner city please get in 

touch with us. We can help you find a connection to help the association 

continue for future generations.  

You can contact us via our website www.reading-dusseldorf.org.uk.” 

 

http://www.reading-dusseldorf.org.uk/

